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The relationship between beliefs in reincarnation, trust in the government, and pro-environmental

behavior

Yusuke MURAKAMI (Kansai University)

This study investigates (a) the relationship between beliefs in reincarnation and
pro-environmental behavior and (b) the potential moderating effect of trust in the government
on this relationship. 167 participants (men = 73, women = 94) were recruited from the general
Japanese population (Mag = 46.13, SD = 13.66), and they completed a self-rating survey online.
A series of hierarchical multiple regression analyses revealed no moderating effect of trust in the
government. Further, reincarnation beliefs were significantly related to pro-environmental be-
havior ( = 0.15, p <.001, 95% CI [0.03, 0.28]). The need for examining the robustness of this
relationship by employing a more sophisticated research design is discussed.
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Table 1 Mean, Standard Deviation, and Correlations for the Variables
Variable M SD 1 2 3 4 5 6

1. Age 46.13 13.66 —

2. Gender -.03 —
[-.18,.13]

3. Environmental behavior 2.72 0.76 .09 -.19" —
[-06,.24]  [-33,-.04]

4. Reincarnation belief 2.36 0.94 -03 -20™ 22" —
[-18,.12]  [-34,-05]  [.07,.36]

5. Trust in the government 2.80 0.89 -17 .06 327 20" —
[-32,-02] [-09,21] [18,45]  [05,.34]

6. Subjective SES 2.28 0.90 .05 .08 11 .06 28™ —
[-10,20] [-08,23] [-0525] [-10,21] [.13,.41]

7. Care 5.12 1.31 34" -.10 AT .02 -.03 -.01
[19,46]  [-25,.05] [34,58] [-14,.17] [-18,.12]  [-17,.14]

Note. M, Mean; SD, standard deviation; SES, socioeconomic; Care, care from the Feelings toward Nature Scale.
Values in square brackets indicate the 95% confidence interval for each correlation. ™ p < .01, * p <.05

Table 2 Results of Hierarchical Multiple
Regression Analysis

Independent

. B SE  95% CI B 95%Clfor B
variables
Step 1
(Intercept)  1.26™"  0.27 [0.72,1.80] 0.00  [-0.13,0.13]
Age -0.00 0.00 [-0.01,0.00] -0.07  [-0.21,0.07]
Gender* -0.25"  0.10 [-0.45,-0.05] -0.16" [-0.30,-0.03]
S-SES 0.13*  0.06 [0.02,025] 0.15" [0.02,0.29]
Care 0.29™  0.04 [0.21,037]  0.49™ [0.35,0.64]
R/ Rigjusea 0.28"/0.26™
Step 2
(Intercept)  0.25 0.31 [-0.36,0.86] 0.00 [-0.12,0.12]
Age -0.00 0.00 [-0.01,0.01] -0.00  [-0.13,0.13]
Gender* -0.22"  0.10 [-0.41,-0.03] -0.15" [-0.27,-0.02]
S-SES 0.05 0.05 [-0.05,0.16] 0.06  [-0.06,0.19]
Care 0.28""  0.04 [0.21,0.35] 0.48™ [0.35,0.61]
RB 0.13*  0.05 [0.02,0.23] 0.15" [0.03,0.28]
TG 0.26"™"  0.06 [0.15,037] 0317 [0.17,0.44]
R/ Rigjusea 0.40™"/0.38"™
Fehange 16.40™
Step 3
(Intercept)  0.20 0.32 [-0.43,0.83] -0.01 [-0.13,0.12]
Age -0.00 0.00 [-0.01,0.01] -0.00 [-0.13,0.13]
Gender* -0.22"  0.10 [-0.41,-0.03] -0.14" [-0.27,-0.02]
S-SES 0.05 0.06 [-0.06,0.16] 0.06 [-0.07,0.19]
Care 0.28™  0.04 [0.21,0.36] 0.49™ [0.36,0.62]
RB 0.13*  0.05 [0.02,0.23] 0.15" [0.03,0.28]
TG 0.27""  0.06 [0.15,0.38] 0317 [0.18,0.45]
RB *TG 0.04 0.06 [-0.08,0.15] 0.04 [-0.08,0.16]
R/ Rigjusea 0.41™"/0.38"™
Fohange 0.40

Note. SE, Standard error; CI, confidence interval; S-SES,
subjective socioeconomic; Care, care from the Feelings
toward Nature Scale; RB, reincarnation belief; TG, trust in
the government.

20 =women, | =men.” p<.001," p<.01," p<.05
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