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Relationship between loneliness, beliefs in reincarnation, and prosocial behavior

Yusuke MURAKAMI (Kansai University)

This study originally aimed to examine the mediating effect of beliefs in reincarnation on the
association between loneliness and prosocial behavior. Participants were recruited through an
internet survey, and 461 individuals (236 men, 225 women; Mae. = 41.62 years, SD = 10.70)
were included in the analysis. However, due to the data distribution in the money allocation task
administered to measure prosocial behavior, the pre-registered hypothesis testing was
abandoned, and a multiple logistic/linear regression analysis was conducted instead. Although
the results showed no significant association between loneliness and reincarnation beliefs (f =
-.077, p=.111,95% CI [-0.232, 0.024]), a positive association was found between reincarnation
beliefs and the amount distributed to others for gifts (OR = 1.25, p = .036, 95% CI [1.02, 1.55])
and donations (OR = 1.50, p = .001, 95% CI [1.17, 1.92]). These findings suggest that
reincarnation beliefs may have a “supernatural monitoring function” that promotes prosocial

behavior.
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Figure 1 Distribution Plot of Monetary
Allocation to Gift
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Figure 2 Distribution Plot of Monetary
Allocation to Donation
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Table 1 Results of Multiple Logistic
Regression Analysis

Variable OR 95% ClI
LL UL

DV: Gift?
Intercept 2.54 058 1111
RB 125 -~ 1.02 1.55
Loneliness 0.77 057 1.04
S-SES 1.02 080 1.29
Age 1.00 098 1.02
Religion® 1.33 073 245
Gender® 051 ™ 035 0.76

Nagelkerke R? .07

DV: Donation?

Intercept 010 ™ 002 056
RB 150 ™ 117 1.92
Loneliness 1.00 071 140
S-SES 134 ~ 1.02 1.76
Age 1.63 0.87 3.05
Religion® 0.75 048 119
Gender® 0.99 0.97 101

Nagelkerke R? .08

Note. OR, Odds Ratio; CI, confidence interval;
LL, lower limit; UL, upper limit; DV, dependent
variable; RB, reincarnation belief, S-SES,
subjective socioeconomic status.

a0 = JPY 0, 1 = more than JPY 10,000.% 0 = no
religious affiliation, 1 = religious affiliation. ¢ 0 =
women, 1 =men.”™ p<.001," p<.01," p<.05.
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